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INCREASING THE NUMBER OF SCQF CREDIT RATED COURSES ASSOCIATED WITH INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING
INVITATION TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS 2025

BACKGROUND
Following Education Scotland’s publication and development work on Interdisciplinary Leaning (IDL) [footnoteRef:2]Interdisciplinary Learning: ambitious learning for an increasingly complex world’, there has been an increased focus and momentum in this field. [2:  https://education.gov.scot/media/bdahf0lv/idl-ambitious-learning-for-an-increasingly-complex-world-oct23.pdf] 

Much of this work has been developed as a result of the 2021 OECD report: “Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence: [footnoteRef:3]Into the Future”, OECD 2021 and [footnoteRef:4]“Putting Learners at the Centre: Towards a Future Vision for Scottish Education”, Muir 2022.  [3:  https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/scotland-s-curriculum-for-excellence_bf624417-en.html  ]  [4:  https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education] 

It is also important to consider and reflect on the recommendations and reflections from the National Discussion (2023) and the [footnoteRef:5]Independent Review of Qualifications and Assessment (2023) and these will be key considerations in this project.  [5:  https://www.gov.scot/publications/learners-scotland-matter-national-discussion-education-final-report/] 

The SCQF Partnership has been commissioned by Education Scotland to manage a programme of work to allow existing learning programmes or awards, which have an IDL Project Learning focus, to be credit rated onto the SCQF. As a result, we are able to offer support for organisations through funding the credit rating of a number of learning programmes or awards.
These learning programmes or awards should be available to be taken mainly (but not necessarily solely) by children and young people up to the age of 18 in any setting and should be expected to be credit rated at SCQF Level 7 or lower and contain a volume of learning adding up to either 12, 18 or 24 SCQF credit points. 

MAKING A PROPOSAL 
Organisations are invited to submit a proposal for a maximum award of £10,750.
£3,750 will be allocated to programme development and preparation for credit rating
£7,000 will contribute to the costs associated with credit rating and placing the completed programme onto the SCQF register. 

To be eligible for this funding, organisations must ensure that their programmes or awards:
· fit within the definition of IDL
· have a strong uptake in terms of learners 
· be offered to Scottish learners
· are mainly (but not necessarily solely) aimed at children and young people up to the age of 18 
· would be expected to sit at SCQF level 7 or lower
· will be developed at either 12, 18 or 24 SCQF credit points (see below for further criteria)
· will be made available to learners for a minimum of three years once credit rated
· are solely owned by your organisation (collaboration and partnerships with other organisations are possible, however one organisation must take ownership of the programme)
The qualification should focus on at least 2 areas of learning:
	Area of Learning

	1. Social Justice, Rights and Equalities

	2. Political Literacy

	3. Digital Literacy

	4. Creativity

	5. Entrepreneurship

	6. Mental, Emotional, Social and Physical Wellbeing



Examples of some of the themes which could be explored: (this list is not exhaustive)
	Area
	Theme

	1.
	Identity and belonging
Prejudice and discrimination
Power and injustice
Rights

	2.
	Democratic values, ideology and rights
Participation, engagement and activism
Power
Mis- and dis-information

	3.
	Digital Technology
Essential digital skills
Creativity and communication
Citizenship

	4.
	Agency
Open mindedness, imagination and curiosity
Exploring opportunities and creating solutions

	5.
	Entrepreneurial mindset
Fostering collaborative innovation and leadership
Social Justice and impact
Entrepreneurial action

	6.
	Relationships
Healthy communities
My physical and virtual world



In addition to covering the cost of initial credit rating, the SCQF Partnership will support successful projects by providing:
· training to help organisations understand the credit rating process
· [bookmark: _Int_qQEWkJ4y]support to identify any areas requiring further development 
· links with Credit Rating Bodies

Credit Rating Bodies
You will need to work with an existing Credit Rating Body (CRB) in order to have your programme credit rated.  We will explain this process in the training provided.  The £7,000 funding provided is solely to cover the cost of credit rating charged by the CRB.  
[bookmark: _Int_ZyB31jlb]The SCQF Partnership will introduce you to suitable CRBs which have the capacity to credit rate your programme and you can decide which best suit your needs.  The total grant will be paid to your organisation and you will be responsible for paying the CRB. 
[bookmark: _Int_mFGH6iwa]Funding for the successful applicants will be paid in two instalments. The first of these will be payable on receipt of a detailed project plan and timetable and the final payment once the project has been completed, the final report submitted and the programme submitted to the SCQF Register.  A contract will also be issued.

Criteria for Credit Rating
Any programme has the potential to be included on the SCQF, provided that the programme meets the following criteria:
· must contain clear learning outcomes
· must be a minimum of 10 notional learning hours
· must be formally assessed
· must be quality assured
Further information about the credit rating process can be found at third-party-credit-rating-guide-final-nov-2022.pdf



What is IDL? 
[bookmark: _Int_4P6p6ja4]Interdisciplinary Learning is a planned experience that brings disciplines together in one coherent programme or project. The different disciplines plan and execute as one.  For the purpose of the grant this means between 2 or more areas of learning. IDL enables children and young people to
· learn new knowledge or skills and develop new understanding of concepts
· draw on prior knowledge, understanding and skills
· transfer and apply that collective knowledge to new problems or other areas of learning
The qualification or award should, therefore, fit the following statements relating to specific qualification design criteria:
· Is Interdisciplinary by design.  Transfer and apply collective knowledge to new problems or other areas of learning, which no single discipline can answer
· Should develop the participants as individuals, citizens, contributors and learners.
· Designed to be relevant to real-world issues and connect to real-world scenario making learning more engaging and meaningful for learners.  Real-world can be relevant to the learners’ ‘real-world’ from a personal, local, international or global  issue.
· The programme of learning should include collaboration and group work, as well as personal and independent learning.  This should be recognised in the assessment profile for the programme.
· The programme model should allow learners to take an inquiry stance to investigate and respond to complex questions, problems, philosophical positions or challenges that are important to them.  
· The programme should include reflective practice through self-evaluation.
· Assessment should be a combination of ‘in process’ continuous assessment as well as the final product of learning.
· Assessment should recognise the progress of knowledge and skills.
 
SUBMISSIONS PROCESS AND TIMESCALES
Organisations interested in applying are asked to complete the attached application form.  Submissions should be made via e-mail to IDLproject@scqf.org.uk no later than 12 noon on Friday 23rd January 2026.  
Each project must be completed by the end of October 2026.   

By agreeing to participate in a funded project, organisations are agreeing to:
· meet regularly with SCQFP programme leads to discuss proposed plans 
· attend a ‘Would You Credit it?’ Training course in February 2026
· produce a plan and timetable for the project
· complete a short final project report 
· have designated staff members responsible for this project and for the running and delivery of the programme after credit rating including liaison with the relevant Credit Rating Body
· ensure that they have the capacity to run the programme for at least three years 
· fulfil the continued requirements of running a credit rated programme
· adhere to the following timescales
· ensure the project is completed by the end of October 2026

We would recommend that, before you put in a bid, you have an informal chat with us (IDLproject@scqf.org.uk) to make sure that your course is suitable and ready for credit rating, eligible for funding, and that you understand what is involved in running a credit rated programme.

	Closing date for receipt of submissions

	Friday 23rd January 2026

	Review of submissions by Steering Group	

	W/b 2nd February 2026

	‘Would You Credit it?’ training session for successful organisations 

	Early February 2026

	Work plan to be submitted to SCQF 	

	February 2026

	One to one support sessions with SCQFP Officers

	December – March 2026

	Learning programmes submitted for credit rating 

	Friday 27th March 2026


	Final report submitted to SCQF 	

	Friday 23rd October 2026
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